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Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 

 
Suggested reading period: 15 minutes  

 

Suggested writing period: 40 minutes  
 

This question is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited 

for the purpose of this exercise.  

 
 

In your response you should do the following:  

 

• Thesis: Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to all 
parts of the question. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one 

place, either in the introduction or in the conclusion. 

• Argument Development: Develop and support a cohesive argument that recognizes 
and accounts for historical complexity by explicitly illustrating relationships among 

historical evidence such as contradiction, corroboration, and/or qualification. 

• Use of Documents: Utilize the content of at least six documents to support the stated 

thesis or a relevant argument. 

• Sourcing the Documents: Explain the significance of the author’s point of view, 
author’s purpose, historical context, and/or audience for at least four documents. 

• Contextualization: Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, 

developments, or processes immediately relevant to the question. 

• Outside Evidence: Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence 
beyond those found in the documents to support or qualify the argument. 

• Synthesis: Extend the argument by explaining the connections between the argument 

and one of the following: 

o A development in a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical 
area.  

o A course theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay 

(such as political, economic, social, cultural, or intellectual history). 
 
 

1. How did President Carter’s actions to resolve the Iran Hostage Crisis align with 

executive powers as outlined in Article II of the U.S. Constitution? 
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Background Information 

 
The summary below is for background information. Analysis of it is not required and will not count toward 

the required documents. 

 

 

When Jimmy Carter became President in 1977, the United States had provided political support and 

military assistance to the government of the shah of Iran for nearly three decades. In return, Iran 

provided oil to the industrial West and served as a buffer between the Soviet Union and other oil-

producing nations of the Persian Gulf. The United States had a stake in keeping it stable and 

independent, but the shah was feeling the consequences of years of brutal and unpopular  policies.  

His control of Iran was being threatened by a political and religious activist, the Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini, who opposed the shah’s efforts of modernization and Westernization. 

In January 1979, the shah fled into exile, and the theocratic regime of Khomeini took power.  The 

Carter administration made efforts to establish diplomatic relations with the new government but 

was met by resistance. Negotiations deteriorated in October 1979 when Carter, citing “humanitarian 

principle,” permitted the shah to enter the U.S. for cancer treatment. Though deeply opposed to this 

U.S. move, the new Iranian prime minister gave assurances that their government would protect the 

safety of U.S. diplomatic personnel in Iran.  

On November 4, 1979  more than 3,000  students overran and  occupied the American embassy in 

Tehran, initially taking 66 U.S. diplomatic and military personnel as hostages; 52 would ultimately be 

held. Opposing this action, the Iranian prime minister resigned in protest, consolidating Khomeini’s 

control of the government. The students demanded a return of the shah in exchange for the hostages. 

In April 1980, after months of negotiations failed to result in the release of the hostages, the United 

States broke off diplomatic relations with Iran.  

By 1980, Carter’s staff lamented there were “Two White Houses,” one handling the Iran Hostage Crisis 

and the other consumed with everything else. That year, Carter approved a hostage rescue mission, 

but it failed, and the crisis continued as he campaigned for re-election. The government of Iran, now 

involved in a war with neighboring Iraq, was desperate for money and seemed willing to release the 

hostages. After losing his bid for re-election, Carter worked tirelessly up until the day of Ronald 

Reagan’s Inauguration ceremony on January 20 to secure their release. That morning Carter 

announced that the United States and Iran had reached an agreement. At 12:33 pm, the first plane 

carrying hostages took off from Tehran, with the second leaving nine minutes later. The Hostage Crisis 

in Iran concluded after 444 days. 
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Document 1 

 

Source description: Article II, Section 2 of the United States Constitution outlining powers of the 

Executive Branch (National Archives Identifier: 1667751) 

Article II, Section 2 

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the 

Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may 

require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon 

any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant 

Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided 

two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and 

Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of 

the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein 

otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest 

the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts 

of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751
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Document 2 

Source description: Situation in Iran from the Records of Interdepartmental and 
Intradepartmental Committees, 11/4/1979 (National Archives Identifier: 40492561) 

 

 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/40492561
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Document 3 

Source description: Department of State Briefing Memorandum providing an update on the 
Hostage Crisis in Iran, 11/17/1979 (National Archives Identifier: 23902373) 

 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/23902373
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Document 4 

 

Source description: Excerpt from Executive Order 12170 signed by Jimmy Carter on 

November 14, 1979 (Federal Register) 
 

 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12170.html
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Document 5 

Source description: President Jimmy Carter’s Annotated Statement on the Failed Rescue 

Mission Regarding the Hostages in Iran, 4/25/1980 (National Archives Identifier: 593298) 

 

 

 
 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/593298


AP United States History   Document-Based Question 

 

2021 Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum  

 
 

Document 6 

Source description: Text of Khomeini’s Message on Hostage Situation, 3/10/1980 (National 

Archives Identifier: 6116636)  

                           
 

 
 

Text%20of%20Khomeyni’s%20Message%20on%20Hostage%20Situation
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Document 7 
 

 


